Abstract: Alteration petrology and fluid inclusion (F.I.) studies were performed on 8 drill sampies from the Chipilapa geothermal field (EI Salvador), located in a Quatemary volcanic pile. These studies indicate a vertical zoning of alteration with an (1) early propylitic type (epidote + chlorite + quartz), followed by (2) a clay-carbonate alteration with calcite + mixed layers illite/smectite and chlorite/saponite whose expandability regularly decreases with depth. Presently (3), crystallization of di-and trioctahedral smectites occurs at the walls of the active faults.
Introduction
Geometry and time-spaee evolution of high enthalpy geothermal systems are important for 001:10.1127/ejm/8/3/0515 assessing their potential resourees. However, whereas the geometry of aetive systems ean be direetly measured in the field, their time-space evolution ean only be dedueed by eomparing the 0935-1221/96/0008-0515 $ 4.25
